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                                  July newsletter articles are due by June  25th 
                                                  Thank you, Judy Henderson 

Dave’s Diary 
 

Cathy and I can finally answer 'yes' to moving from the parsonage to our own home! Though we 
had been planning it for almost one year, the monumental task took place April 30th. Consequenc-
es, responsibility and pride come with owning ones' home. We are not new to this; we've just had a 
long hiatus since home ownership. As many of you know it takes work to maintain a home and its' 
surroundings. I love being outside doing yard work, making changes and integrating myself into my 
area.  We have already taken out some trees and shrubs that had spoiled the landscape, trimmed 
other trees, transplanted perennials, etc. Caring for Gods' creation is a work-in-progress but well 
worth it.   

One of my pet peeves has long been cluttered, messy, dirty fence rows and I will do whatever it 
takes to clean them up. If volunteer trees are ruining needed fences, I'll pull them out. If fences are 
beyond repair, I'll pull them out. If weeds and tall grasses are in the way of farm ground or lawn, I'll 
spray, mow or otherwise cut them out. This even includes parsonage properties! 

That said, sometimes we have to move or clean out the fence rows in our lives too. In the Book of 
Revelation, we find John pleading with the people of the seven churches to clean up their lives and 
start living a new life in Jesus Christ. What does that actually mean? It means committing yourself 
to Jesus and His ways instead of committing to the world. It takes work to maintain a relationship 
with our Lord. It means taking time to pray every day, to read the scriptures, and to meditate. It 
means putting God 1st and loving our neighbor. It means cleaning out those fence rows, those 
cobwebs, and those things in our lives that are interfering with our God-relationship. Change is not 
easy; we resist changing our routine, our location, our jobs, our schedules. Even those of us who 
have been faithful followers for many years need to take a step back and re-examine how we are 
living. Are we putting God 1st in our lives? Are we praising God daily for the beauty of the 
earth?  Are we worshiping God and His Son, who died for our sins? Are we treating our fellow hu-
mans with kindness? 

Once in a while we have to move, de-clutter, clean out those fence rows and simplify our lives both 
physically, mentally and spiritually. Caring for our relationship with God is a work-in-progress but 
well worth it. When we see what's important – putting God 1st – it all becomes clear. 

Blessings, 
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THINGS GOING ON IN THE CHURCH IN JUNE 1-30 
 
 

The 1st Sunday when we have communion is our “Helping Hands Mission”. Please put your money in a pew 
envelope with your name, amt. and write “Helping Hands” and put it in the offering plate. 
 
Bible Study- - Monday Night June 1,8,15,22,29 at 6:30pm 
 
Bible Study- - Tuesday Morning June 2,9,16,23,30 at 10:00am 
 
Vacation Bible School Meetings- - Wednesday Nights June 3,10,17 at 6:00pm 
 
Lighthouse Prayer Group- - Thursday June 4,11,18,25 at 10:00am 
 
Ad Council Meeting- - Tuesday night June 16 at 7:00pm Everyone Welcome! 
 
Vacation Bible School- - Saturday June 20 from 9:00am-3:00pm 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

MISSION PROJECTS 

 

FOOD PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED FOR OUR GROCERY CART EACH MONTH 
  
January– Donations of money-Make checks payable to Stidham UMC and mark your pew enve-
lopes “Food Pantry”                                                      July-Macaroni & Cheese  
February-Canned Meat or Tuna                                   August– Paper Products               
March-Spaghetti sauce or Noodles (No Glass Jars)    September-Cash Donations   
April– Paper Products                                                   October-Peanut Butter                                                 
May-Cash Donations                                                     November-Soup & Crackers 
June– Canned Fruit                                                       December-Oatmeal or Cereal 
When cleaning out your pantry if you have  you find something you don’t need, bring it in and put in 
the food cart. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lighthouse  House Prayer Group 
 

The labels collected are sent to Henderson Settlement. Please see the display in Fellowship Hall 
showing how each label is to be turned in. There is a basket  for you to put your labels in. 
There are  white sheets by the basket showing you what companies are participating. See display 
on table in Fellowship Hall. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
POP TABS AND CANS FOR RILEY HOSPITAL Please leave them in Fellowship Hall and Kevin Fry will take 

care of  cashing them in. If you have any questions, please see Kevin. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                        

CARY HOME CRAFTS NEEDS—From-Jane Hand 
 
White glue or glue sticks          Wood picture frames          There is a box  on the table 
Construction paper                    Markers                                in Fellowship Hall marked: 
Foam stickers                             Ribbon                                  Cary Home Craft Needs. 
Yarn & Pom Poms                      Buttons                                 Jane will deliver to them as 
Material pieces                           Twine                                     needed. 
Toilet paper tubes                      Beads                                        
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Summer 
 

I turn the page in my monthly planner over to June. It is not as busy a month as May was or as 
July will be. There are two special birthdays to celebrate. Seth will be three years old on June 
20, 2015. He is the little guy we pray for. He was diagnosed with leukemia last fall and is doing 
very well; Riley Hospital for Children is a fantastic place. He is an out-patient and sees the staff 
about once a week. Part of his treatment is chemotherapy. I thank God every day for staff that 
cares for him and is so dedicated to the healing of children every day. Seth and his siblings, 
Elijah, Mary, and Emily are precious to me. Brian and Michelle are superior parents. They 
handle every crisis gracefully with an enormous faith in their Heavenly Father. I look forward to 
Seth’s third birthday. 
 
June 14

th
 is Flag Day. Fly the flag of the United States of America proudly any day. Make this 

nation a place to love and be proud to live in. June 21
st

 is the first day of summer; the warmest 
season of the year and the day with the most daylight hours. I enjoy the long evenings of June. 
June 21

st
 is also the day designated as Father’s Day. The day we honor “Dad”. The day we 

thank him for his patience, concern, and love shown to us three hundred sixty-five days each 
year. I am blessed with having had a wonderful dad. He is in heaven now but his love for 
people still radiates around me. As a child, living on a farm, I would follow him around when he 
‘did chores’, chattering away ‘a mile a minute’. He probably was tired and could have enjoyed a 
little quiet but never did he turn me away. There were three of us kids; he had time for each of 
us. He lived to be ninety-two and was always interested in life around him until he lay down on 
his bed for the last time in August of 1987. 
 
I have a divine father; he is providing love and protection for me. He is my Heavenly Father. He 
sent His Spirit to be my constant companion. I know that I am a pain; quite often I don’t listen to 
the voice inside me. There are times He takes over my life and dictates my path without my 
knowledge. Thank you, Father, for your love and care. I celebrate Father’s Day being blessed 
for having had a loving earthly father and a Heavenly Father who cares for me today. I probably 
will spend part of Father’s Day with Bob and Susan. It is my Sunday in the month to account for 
the church family’s offering and to make sure it gets in the night deposit at the bank.  
 
I look forward to the month of June. I have fond memories of sitting outside on summer 
evenings, catching ‘lightning bugs’ or ‘fire flies’; either name you choose. Collecting them in a 
jar and letting them go before bedtime to return to the cool evening breeze. The longest day of 
the year is June 21

st
, a day I celebrate. 

 
I hope you are in a place where you can look at the summer sky as evening falls and marvel at 
God’s creation of the universe. A world waiting to be discovered. 
 
Take care and may God bless and keep you, till we meet again. 
 
Love and prayers, 
 
Betty Greene 
 

Oh, one more thing – Save July 12, 2015 to celebrate my 90
th
 birthday with me at the church 

after worship. (See Betty’s invitation on page 5 of this newsletter!) 
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A NOTE FROM NOBLE KIZER WHO IS IN CHARGE OF OUR HELPING HANDS FUNS 

 
The Helping Hand Fund is your church’s program to help individuals, or families, who need help, partic-
ularly  emergency situations. The Fund’s purpose is to assist the member(s) of your congregation who 
need support, for example, with utility payment, medical bills, food needs, and other personal concerns. 
 
Secondly, we offer the same for people in the townships in the surrounding areas: Jackson, Randolph, 
Union, and Wea. Occasional requests for assistance by those outside of these townships are rarely 
considered. 
 
The HHF is supported by our member’s contributions in the Bible Study and Thursday Prayer Group 
meetings. All other members are otherwise requested on the first Sunday of each month to contribute, 
during our Communion Service. This is a “free will” donation which may be made by using the enve-
lopes in the pews and placing them in the Offering Plates. Just put “HHF” and your name on the enve-
lope to receive credit for your generosity. This contribution, of course, is tax deductible. 
 
The Helping Hand Committee thanks everyone for their help. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

********************************************************************************* 
 

BIBLE STUDY PROGRAM 
 

Every Monday night  at 6:30pm and Tuesday morning at 10:00am, Pastor Dave has a Bible 
Study. 
 

He is a Great Teacher of the Bible!  Come join us!! 
 

 We are still studying the Book of Revelation. 
 
################################################################################## 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 
Planning meetings are being held on Wednesday nights June 3, 10, 17 at 6:00pm. 
There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall if you would like to help or if you have any 
questions, please see Arletta Brown. 
 
Vacation Bible School will be on Saturday June 20, 9:00am-3:00pm. 
Come help and have a wonderful day of fellowship!! 
There will be games, crafts, music , animals, Bible stories, and lunch will be served. 
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Stidham UMC 
Attendance and Weekly Giving Report 

                          Attendance May 2015 Weekly Giving 

 SS Totals Worship Totals 

05-03-2015 19 76 95 

05-10-2015 19 90 109 

05-17-2015 19 69 88 

05-24-2015 17 74 91 

Totals 74 309 383 

 Budget Income Specials Total Deposit 

05-03-2015 $   4,541.50 $     678.00 $    5,219.50 

05-10-2015 $   3,280.50 $     120.00 $    3,400.50 

05-17-2015 $   3,281.25 $       20.00 $    3,301.25 

05-24-2015 $   3,094.50 $     174.00 $    3,268.50 

Totals $  14,197.75 $     992.00 $  15,189.75 

April 2015 — Income & Expenses 

General Acct 

Jan—Apr               

Income 

General Acct 

Jan—Apr               

Expenses 

 

Specials Acct 

Jan—Apr                

Income 

Specials Acct 

Jan—Apr                  

Expenses 

 $52,68207 $43,378.00  $4,447.00 $6,011.99 

     

Checkbook                 
Total—4-30-2015 

$  18,148.11  
Checkbook                

Total—4-30-2015 
$  38,559.32 

Complete monthly reports are available. If you would like a copy                   
contact Paula in the church office: 765-474-2806 or                                                       

email: stidhamumc@yahoo.com 

 

        LET US BE THANKFUL FOR ALL THAT THE LORD PROVIDES US  WITH EACH AND EVERY DAY. 
         

        LET’S GIVE BACK GENEROUSLY TO THE LORD! 

Mark Your Calendar 
Save the Date 

July 12
th

  
Noon – 4 pm or ????  

Stidham UMC  
Fellowship Hall 

 

Betty Greene’s 90
th
 birthday 

celebration. Stidham family is 
invited to a fun filled afternoon 
with Betty and her family. Betty 
adds that only your ‘presence’ 
is ‘present’ enough! Invitations 
may be picked up on the back 
table of the sanctuary. Please 
plan to attend!  
 

Please Note:  Sunday, May 31, 2015 attendance and offering will appear in the July 2015 Newsletter. 
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Cathy’s Corner 
 

Faith Makes Things Possible 
 

I found this simple thought long ago; don't even know where: Faith makes things pos-
sible, not easy. Every once in a while I have to remind myself of that simple lit-
tle sentence because it's so true. You know where I'm going with this; it's been quite a 
month since we moved from the parsonage April 30

th
. Although we'd been planning this 

move for one year, obstacles got in the way. Planned renovations, unplanned renova-

tions, knee surgery, a S-L-O-W contractor, etc. Then I remembered; Faith makes 

things possible, not easy. 
 
Now I'm old enough to know that there are plenty of people who have bigger problems 
than me; physical problems, mental problems, financial problems, relationship prob-
lems, job problems. But we need to remember that Faith makes things possible, not 
easy. 
 
Many of us have come to crossroads in our lives at one time or another which involved 
difficult decisions. Should I make a career change?  Should I return to school for this 
degree? Should I have the surgery? Some of the most difficult changes are out of our 
control. Faith makes things possible, not easy. 
 
So God tells us continuously, "Have faith, for I am always with you." Big events, little 
events, big changes, the loss of a loved one, little every-day occurrences, pain, fear; "I 
am always with you." God didn't say life would be easy. He said, " I am always with 
you." Our job as humans is to be the best we can and remember that faith makes 
things possible, not easy. 
 
Thanks for listening; 
 
Cathy 

 

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY 
 

God meets us in every situation of our lives and offers living bread and water. 
 

Prayer connects us to the world wide family of God. 
 

Who am I in the eyes of God? 
 

Today I will strive to be all that God wants me to be. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY                  JUNE 2015             HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

              June 1– Craig Plantenga                         June 1– Dave & Susie Webb 

              June 5– Bill Lutgen                         June 2– Dennis & Carolyn Hockstra 

              June7– Kathy Fry 
                          Maxine LaFevers 
                           

                        June 10– Bruce & Carol Rose 

              June 29-Maddie DeVault 
                

                        June 20– Bill & Sue Davis 

 

 

 

                         

  

 

 

 

  

  

 
Prayer Requests 

 

Everyone needs a prayer every day. Let us give thanks and ask God to be with those who are on 
our prayer lists and all those who are going through personal struggles, health issues and other 
worries that they may have. Let us share our faith and love to one another as life works in different 
ways. 
 

 Fern McDowell & Family, Roy Becker, Bill Emery & Family, Cindy Lindstrom, Jill Plantenga &  
Family, Dick Watts, Betty Greene & Family, our military and our world leaders. 
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A note from your Worship Committee: 
 

THERE HAVE BEEN SOME CHANGES MADE TO THE USHERS DUTIES  
 

     Be in the church by 10:00am as people start assembling. 
    
   Greet people at the door and hand out the bulletins. 

    
     Assist anyone who needs help in finding a seat either before or after the service. 
 
     Ring the bell as the prelude is concluded. 
 
     Make sure acolytes are prepared. Send them during the first hymn to light the candles and 
     make sure they are in the sanctuary when the last hymn starts to put out the candles. 
 
     Ushers need to secure the kitchen. Set refreshments on the butcher block in the kitchen and  
      close the window and both kitchen doors). 
   
     Count the people in attendance, including the balcony, the nursery and class rooms and  
     fellowship hall. 
 
     Close the sanctuary door. 
        
     Take up the collection, including the balcony. 
 
         
      AFTER CHURCH 
 
      Open the sanctuary doors, open kitchen doors and window and put remaining refreshments  
      on the counter. 
 
      Remove attendance sheets making sure current date is on each one. 
      Straighten pew envelopes, hymnals, remove trash, check pencils and restock pew 
      envelopes, attendance pads and pencils if needed from the basket on the table in the 
      sanctuary. If pencils need sharpened, please put in the office on the desk. 
        
      We are in need of kitchen help in cleaning up after Worship Service. 

 
UPCOMING THINGS GOING ON SOON 

 
Remember there is Pine Creek camp in July. If interested see Tera Driscol or call her at  

491-4233 or e-mail her at teradriscol@frontier.com or the camp website is beacamper.com 

 
MISSION TRIP IN AUGUST 

 
In August there will be the Mission Trip Henderson Settlement. Information will be coming out 

soon so watch the bulletin and the newsletter. 


